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Abstract. The study explores students' perspectives on utilizing blogs as a supplementary
tool for language learning activities within the classroom. Blogs serve as an easily
accessible platform for students to sequentially publish their work, enabling online
interactions and promoting independent learning, thus enhancing writing skills. The
research assesses the integration of blogging into a Professional Communication/Business
Communication course involving 250 first-year engineering students across two prestigious
autonomous engineering institutes in Western Maharashtra. Participants were tasked with
selecting topics of their choice and composing blogs during practical sessions. Analysis of
collected data suggests that while students encountered difficulties, they generally held a
positive outlook on the incorporation of blogs into their English learning journey.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Blogs, or weblogs, have been a familiar concept since the early days of the World
Wide Web, with their emergence acknowledged by Winer (cited in Campbell 2004).
These online writing spaces, easily editable and publicly publishable through web
browsers (Zhang 2009), function as digital journals allowing individuals to independently
share day-to-day experiences (Oravec 2002). Blood (2000) notes that the widespread use
of blogs gained momentum around 1999, as the platform was developed to assist web
users in various areas.

The traditional method of teaching languages through lectures is no longer sufficient.
There exists a plethora of new technologies that can enhance the language learning
experience for students, making it more interactive and engaging. These technologies aim
to shift the focus from rote memorization to practical application, analysis, and
comprehension of language concepts.

Among these innovative tools is the utilization of blogs. Blogs have revolutionized
online interaction, evolving from mere platforms for reading to spaces where individuals
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can freely express and share their ideas. Essentially, blogs serve as accessible online
diaries, easily set up and navigated with just internet connectivity. This accessibility makes
them an ideal medium for students to showcase their writing abilities to a global audience,
akin to sending an email. Blog posts are typically arranged chronologically, with the latest
entries displayed first, and can incorporate text, images, and hyperlinks to related websites,
enriching the learning experience. A blog serves as a practical choice when there is a need
for a platform to showcase students' work publicly or facilitate the sharing of experiences,
opinions, or creative endeavours that highlight their learning achievements.

Mastering academic writing is a gradual process involving techniques like word
choice, proper structure, and language skills (Pratiwi, K. D. 2016). Proficiency in
English, crucial for EFL students, relies on honing writing abilities (Jones, S. J. 2006). To
achieve this, students should engage in creative writing through methods like weblog
practices, making the learning process engaging and exciting. The traditional or offline
method of learning writing relies heavily on teacher feedback and may be less effective
for a large student group.

On the other hand, the use of Information Communication Technology (ICT) offers an
alternative approach, potentially addressing the limitations of the traditional method by
providing more comprehensive feedback and engagement opportunities for students.
Advancements in learning include the adoption of weblogs as a tool in writing classes. The
increasing popularity of weblogs among young students is attributed to the continuous
improvement and progression of technology and modern lifestyles. Nowadays, students
utilize weblogs for academic purposes, posting their writings on this platform.

2. USING TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION

The educational potential of blogs has garnered widespread recognition in academic
circles due to their multimedia capabilities, user-friendly web publishing tools, interactive
features, and capacity to facilitate collaborative and independent learning. Through blogs,
users can engage with a global audience, read, and comment on other blogs, and reference
external sources in their posts.

Numerous studies support the notion that blogs can effectively support language teaching
and learning by enhancing learners' language complexity, grammatical accuracy, and fluency.
Moreover, bloggers often feel more empowered to express their thoughts and construct
arguments compared to traditional classroom settings. Blogs also broaden users' exposure to
diverse perspectives and experiences, fostering a greater sense of interconnectedness.

Within educational settings, particularly in the realm of English language learning,
blogs have gained popularity among both teachers and students (Noytim 2010). The
appeal of blogging lies in its emphasis on sharing written content and engaging in
discussions through comments (Oravec 2002). The creation of personal blogs proves to
be a motivating endeavor for students, offering them the opportunity to publish content
aligned with their interests. In this context, blogs enhance learners' engagement and sense
of ownership by enabling them to independently author and search for information to
include in their updates (Ferdig & Trammell 2004). Additionally, students have the
flexibility to upload various types of data, including audio-video files, hyperlinks, visual
content, and text data on their blogs (Du & Wagner 2007).
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The integration of blogs in educational contexts and English language learning is a
relatively recent development (Zhang 2009). Currently, there is limited research dedicated to
the use of blogs in these areas, with experts in blog technology primarily providing insights
into the functions and utilization of blogs while overlooking their educational advantages (Du
& Wagner 2007). In the context of English language learning, the inclusion of blogs in course
design has the potential to be an effective tool for language acquisition (Wu 2005).
Consequently, this study specifically investigates the advantages of incorporating blogs into
English language learning, as well as the challenges associated with blog authoring.

3. SIGNIFICANCE OF WRITING SKILLS IN ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) refers to a specialized approach in language education
tailored to meet the linguistic needs and communication requirements of learners within
specific professional or academic contexts. Its importance lies in providing targeted language
instruction that equips individuals with the skills necessary for effective communication in
their chosen fields, ensuring practical language use in professional or academic settings.

Writing is a primary mode of communication in various professional fields, such as
academia, business, law, medicine, and engineering and technology. Developing strong
writing skills ensures that professionals can convey their ideas clearly, concisely, and
persuasively to their intended audience. Well-written documents reflect positively on an
individual's professionalism and competence. Employers often value employees who can
produce high-quality reports, proposals, emails, and other written materials tailored to
specific purposes and audiences.

Writing for specific purposes requires attention to detail, accuracy, and precision. Whether
drafting technical manuals, legal briefs, scientific research papers, or marketing materials,
writers must convey information accurately to avoid misunderstandings or errors. Writing for
specific purposes necessitates an understanding of the intended audience's needs, interests, and
background knowledge. Tailoring the language, tone, and content to resonate with the target
audience enhances the effectiveness of the communication. Different types of writing serve
distinct purposes, such as informing, persuading, instructing, or entertaining. Developing
writing skills for specific purposes involves mastering the conventions and techniques
necessary to achieve these objectives effectively.

Proficiency in writing for specific purposes can enhance career opportunities and
advancement prospects. Whether applying for jobs, seeking promotions, or pursuing
entrepreneurial ventures, individuals with strong writing skills are better equipped to succeed
in various professional contexts. English is widely used as a global language in business,
academia, diplomacy, and other fields. Proficiency in writing English for specific purposes
enables individuals to participate effectively in international communication and collaboration.

4. BLOG WRITING AS A TOOL FOR ENHANCING WRITING SKILLS

Writing blog posts regularly provides consistent practice, helping writers develop and
refine their skills over time. The more often one writes, the more comfortable and proficient
they become. Blogs often allow for reader comments and feedback, providing valuable
insights into how an audience responds to the writer's style, tone, and content. Engaging with
readers can help writers understand their strengths and areas for improvement.
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Writing for a blog requires considering the interests and preferences of the target
audience. This encourages writers to develop audience awareness and tailor their content
to engage and resonate with specific readers. Blogging allows writers to explore a wide
range of formats (e.g., listicles, how-to guides, opinion pieces) and topics, providing
opportunities to experiment with different styles and voices. This diversity can help writers
discover their strengths and preferences.

Learning about search engine optimization (SEO) and incorporating relevant keywords
into blog posts can improve writers' understanding of how to structure content effectively
and increase its visibility online. Blogging can serve as a platform for writers to showcase
their work and build an online portfolio. Having a collection of well-written blog posts can
demonstrate writing proficiency to potential employers, clients, or collaborators. Engaging
with other bloggers and writers within the blogging community can provide opportunities
for collaboration, feedback, and learning from peers. Networking within the blogging
sphere can also lead to new connections and opportunities.

Blogging allows writers to express their ideas, opinions, and experiences in a creative
and personal manner. This freedom of expression fosters creativity and encourages
writers to develop their unique voice and style. Overall, blog writing offers a dynamic
and interactive platform for writers to hone their skills, engage with audiences, and build
a professional presence online. Through regular practice, feedback, and exploration,
writers can improve their writing abilities and achieve their goals.

Utilizing blog writing as a tool for improving writing skills involves leveraging the
interactive and dynamic nature of blogs to foster language proficiency. Blog writing
encourages learners to express their thoughts, ideas, and analyses more informally and
engagingly, thereby enhancing their overall writing abilities. Through this platform,
students can receive feedback, engage in discussions, and refine their writing skills,
making blog writing an effective and interactive approach to bolster proficiency in
expressing ideas through written communication.

5. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Writing is considered one of the essential language skills alongside reading, speaking,
and listening (Spratt, M., Pulverness, A., & Williams, M. 2005). Brown, H. D. (2001)
emphasizes that writing involves thinking, drafting, and revising, requiring specialized
skills such as setting goals, brainstorming ideas, organizing drafts, ensuring coherence,
editing for grammar, and producing a final product.

Writing in FL is significant for improving creative and critical thinking skills. It
promotes learners’ thinking skills to use the language creatively, to express and organize
their thoughts, and to improve their critical thinking skills (Rao, 2007).

Papalazarou, C. (2015) argues that creativity has an important role in culture and
societal development; therefore, it should be incorporated into the process of language
teaching and learning.

Alkhaldi (2019) maintains that creativity helps students to develop their thinking
skills and language skills, creating new and different things that stimulate their creativity
and motivate them to stretch their imaginative thinking.
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Education aims to enhance students' critical thinking and problem-solving capabilities,
which are crucial for skill development alongside acquiring content knowledge K.W. Platts
(2004).

Anderson (2001) Bloom's taxonomy highlights those higher levels of learning entail
activities such as application, analysis, evaluation, and creation, which involve active
engagement and reflective thinking. Engaging students in small-scale projects enables better
comprehension of content, fosters a deeper appreciation for the discipline, and yields optimal
outcomes, particularly when these activities align with course material and are coupled with
reflective exercises like directed writings, group collaboration, and class presentations.

These studies collectively highlight the potential of creative writing to complement
traditional engineering education by fostering creativity, communication skills, and
innovative thinking among students. They suggest that integrating creative writing into
engineering curricula can produce well-rounded engineers capable of addressing complex
challenges in both technical and humanistic dimensions.

The present research outlines the study conducted within language courses at engineering
colleges in India, detailing the integration of blogs into the classroom environment. It
discusses the study's methodology and explores how participants perceived the use of blogs to
enhance language learning activities conducted in the classroom.

6. STUDY

The present study was carried out in two top autonomous engineering institutes from
Kolhapur district in Maharashtra, India. These institutes are in the western region and
affiliated to Shivaji University. The students admitted to these engineering colleges are
from different parts of Maharashtra. Not all students have the same level of proficiency in
English, especially in writing. Generally, students from urban areas, from convent,
English medium background have better writing skills than those who are from rural
areas, regional medium background. Students from English medium and convent
backgrounds can complete written tasks properly on the other hand, vernacular medium
students face many difficulties in writing thus, they hesitate to write. The present study
aimed at encouraging all such students to write.

7. PARTICIPANTS

Using simple random sampling method, 250 (85 Female and 165 Male) first-year
undergraduate engineering students from various branches such as Computer Science and
Engineering (CSE)-Data Science, CSE-AIML, Mechanical Engineering, Chemical
Engineering, and Computer Science and Business Systems were selected from the two select
autonomous engineering institutes affiliated to Shivaji University, Maharashtra, India.

8. METHODOLOGY AND DATA SOURCES

Selected engineering students were given the task of blog writing as a part of their
practical activities. Initially, the instructors (the researchers) explained the term blog
writing to them. They were told the history of writing blogs, various types, and major



788 S.M. SHINDE, M.B. SHINDE

points to be considered while writing blogs. The instructors also demonstrated the
students how to open an account on bloggers.com. They were encouraged to identify the
areas of their interests on which they wish to write a blog and share their blogs with at
least 3 of their friends and get comments. Also, each student was told to read at least
three blogs of their friends and comment. A questionnaire was prepared and administered
to check the perceptions of 250 selected students on writing blogs and its role in
improving their writing skills. The purpose was to identify and quantify the areas in
which students faced problems.

9. METHOD OF ANALYSIS

The questionnaire on blog writing to check students’ perceptions was analyzed and
studied. Retrospective interviews of selected students were analyzed to learn about their
experience of writing blogs.

10. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The provided data (table 1) presents the results of a questionnaire or self-assessment
regarding the impact of writing blogs on the participants' writing skills and motivation.
The responses are presented in a structured format, with each statement (QN) followed by
the frequency of agreement (SA, A) and disagreement (SD, D), represented in both
absolute numbers and percentages. The responses indicate a generally positive impact of
blogging on various aspects of writing, with most participants agreeing with statements
such as improved carefulness about sentences, paragraphs, word choice, spelling,
grammar, and the use of academic writing style. Additionally, there is a consensus that
blogging has positively influenced motivation, creativity, imagination, and the reception
of feedback on their writing.

Furthermore, the data suggests that blogging has led to increased attentiveness to
various aspects of writing, such as sentence and paragraph structure, word choice,
spelling, grammar, and academic writing style. Many participants also noted that blogging has
enhanced their motivation and interactivity in writing, as well as their imagination skills.
Additionally, the feedback loop, including comments from readers and teachers, has been
identified as a significant source of motivation and improvement. The participants also
expressed enthusiasm for incorporating multimedia elements, such as pictures and videos,
in their blogs and sharing their work with friends and relatives.

Additionally, it indicates that blogging can motivate students to be more active and
interactive in their writing, use academic writing style and vocabulary, carefully revise
their arguments, and engage in creative writing. Furthermore, the data suggests that
incorporating relevant pictures and links to videos in blogs, sharing blog links with
friends and relatives, and receiving feedback from readers and teachers can all serve as
motivating factors for students to write and publish more. Finally, the high percentage of
participants recommending weblogs as a writing medium in writing classes further
supports the potential benefits of incorporating this platform into the curriculum.
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Table 1. Students’ responses to the questionnaire
QN|Statements SA A% |SD,D|%
01 |Writing blog made me more careful about sentences and paragraphs. 235| 94/ 15| 6
02 \c/;/rrétflﬂﬁya blog made me check word choice and word spelling more 28lo12l 29| 88
03 |Writing blog made me check my grammar more carefully. 2291916 21| 84
04 |1 enjoyed writing blogs for developing my writing skills. 2311924 19| 7.6
05 I think that my argL_lmentatlon_and description in writing can be 22als96l  26/10.4
improved by blogging on the internet.
06 |Blogging can improve the quality of my writing. 227(90.8] 23| 9.2
07 wrzlt?nngg blog motivated me to be more active and interactive in 20| 88l 30| 12
08 [Writing blog made me use academic writing style, register, and o19l876]  31/124
vocabulary.
09 [Writing blog made me carefully revise the way | present my o19l876]  31/124
argument.
10 |1 think creative writing like Blogs can improve my writing skills. 230] 92| 20/ 8
11 |1 think writing a blog can help me to improve my vocabulary. 223(89.2| 27|10.8
12 |1 think blog writing has helped me to improve my imagination skills. 221(88.4| 29|11.6
13 |1 think writing and publishing blogs on online platforms can be better
than traditional ways of expression 2121848 38|15.2
14 |1 think inserting relevant pictures, and links to videos in blogs excites 21lssal  29l116
me to write more and publish.
15 |1 think sharing links of my blog with my friends and relatives
encourages me to write and publish more. 2221888 28112
16 |1 thl_nk when rea_ders read ar]d provide comments below my blog, | get 22alsgsl  26/10.4
motivated to write and publish more.
17 |1 think when the teacher r_efads my blog and provides suggestions, it 231lo24 19| 76
helps me improve my writing.
18 |1 thmk d0|_ng creative writing on the Weblog has benefits to my 23lge2l 270108
writing skills.
19 | This blog writing activity was very interesting. 223|89.2| 27|10.8
20 |1 recommend Weblogs as a writing medium in writing classes. 214/85.6| 36(14.4
Response Analysis
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Fig. 1. Response analysis
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11. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

In this study, the researchers offer insights into the pedagogical benefits of incorporating
blogging into English language teaching and learning. The findings are based on feedback
from 250 undergraduate engineering students in India who participated in structured
blogging assignments. Results from a questionnaire reveal that students responded
positively to the blogging activities. A majority enjoyed posting, reading classmates' posts,
and receiving comments. Many students involved in the study expressed a desire to
continue writing activities and reported high satisfaction with blog usage. Despite some
drawbacks, such as those mentioned above, the study found that blogging experiences can
enhance students' writing skills, particularly in grammar, vocabulary, and punctuation.
Blogs were seen as encouraging, active and constructive participation among students,
fostering independence while promoting collaborative learning.

They particularly appreciated feedback from peers and the teacher. Blogging's appeal
lies in its global readership, instant publication, creation of e-portfolios, and interaction
through comments. These features make it a valuable tool for enhancing language skills.
Pedagogical relevance is crucial for motivating student engagement in blogging activities.
Students may be more inclined to participate if they see a link between blogging and
language proficiency or course grades. Educators should carefully consider the integration
of blogs into course content and address issues such as topic assignments. However, there
were some divergent views regarding the preference for traditional versus online expression
and the use of weblogs in writing classes, indicating areas where further exploration and
discussion may be beneficial. Further research is also needed to explore the impact of
factors like gender, age, field of study, computer literacy, and learner personality on the
blogging process and its potential contributions to language learning.
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