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1. INTRODUCTION  

This course-book was published in 2012. by the Faculty of Philosophy (Belgrade 
University). It is the result of the author`s attempt to offer students of history, 
anthropology and the classics suitable material for learning the language related to their 
areas of study. However, it might be suitable for students of other areas of study who 
wish to further explore the language within the context of the humanities. 

The problem of balancing out the interests and needs of students and finding an 
appropriate criterion for structuring diverse material resulted in the division of the 
material into six widely conceived thematic modules (Remembering the Past; On 
Anthropology; Historical Figures; Culture, Society, Civilization; Religion, Customs, 
Tradition; Wars – Battles, Revolutions, Propaganda) comprising carefully selected texts. 
The relevant thematic context of the book appropriately motivates students to engage in 
discussions and freely express their views and ideas on a range of different issues while 
the creative and engaging tasks accompanying the texts trigger their curiosity prompting 
them to further delve into the subject. The language exercises following the chosen texts 
are aimed at improving students’ reading, writing and speaking skills, while expanding 
their vocabulary related to their areas of study.  

This selection is, at the same time, the result of the author’s wish to identify some 
common aims of studying the language and studying the subjects the materials deal with 
and an attempt to integrate them. Among those aims, prominence was given to raising 
(inter)cultural awareness and in that sense developing tolerance in general. 

The publishing of this book was enthusiastically supported by the students themselves. 
Through a number of questionnaires they considerably helped shape this version of the 
book, the last one in a series of pretested, amended, assessed and reassessed versions.  

Since it currently appears to be the only course book intended specifically for students 
of the mentioned fields, it may serve as a starting point for authors who wish to design a 
similar course, geared towards the sensibilities and needs of their own students. 

2. CONTENTS  

11 | Introduction 
English – a Quest through History and Anthropology 
13 | Remembering the Past 
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13 | What is a Historical Fact? 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; 
confusable pairs; prepositions; related words; 
antonyms; collocations; phrasal verbs with call, take, turn 
(academic) skills – translating; dates writing / reading 
17 | Historians and Their Facts? 
vocabulary/language in use – cloze 
(academic) skills – exemplifying (abbreviations); reporting (verbs) 
19 | Interpretation 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; gapped exercise; 
confusable pairs; antonyms; collocations 
(academic) skills – defining (areas of study) 
25 | What Is a Document? 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – cloze; synonyms; collocations; 
gapped exercise (historical sources) 
27 | Hitler and the Nazis: a History in Documents 
vocabulary/language in use – related words (movements, 
sounds, appearance); gapped exercise (legal terms) 
(academic) skills – source analysis 
30 | History and Hindsight 
vocabulary/language in use – cloze; synonyms; emphatic ‘it’ 
32 | The Origins of History 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; confusable 
pairs; antonyms; prepositions; collocations 
(academic) skills – translating 
36 | Film As an Instrument of Public Memory 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – commonly confused words 
(remembrance, reminiscence, memory, recollection); synonyms; 
word formation (using prefixes and suffixes); confusable pairs 
(academic) skills – finding key words 
39 | Does History Repeat Itself? 
vocabulary/language in use – gapped exercise (relative pronouns); 
synonyms; phrasal verbs with break; connectives (time, reason, 
result, purpose, concession) 
(academic) skills – agreeing and disagreeing; paragraph writing 
(using connectives) 
44 | Historian Clarifies the Record on Sex Slaves 
(academic) skills – summarizing 
45 | The Future of History 
(academic) skills – translating 
46 | Discussion/debate prompts 
49 | On Anthropology 
49 | Four Ways of Being Human – An Introduction to 
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Anthropology 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; confusable 
pars; prepositions 
(academic) skills – identifying key ideas; defining 
(anthropology) terms 
55 | Why Anthropology? 
vocabulary/language in use – verb forms; phrases (in common, 
in spite of, in turn ...); collocations (with rise and raise) 
57 | Beginnings (A History of Anthropology) 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/ language in use – cloze; synonyms 
60 | Herodotus 
(academic) skills – translating 
60 | The Founding Fathers (of Anthropology) 
vocabulary/language in use – gapped exercises (articles; verb 
forms); asking questions; cloze 
reading comprehension 
(academic) skills – defining terms (concepts, theories, views, 
methods) 
64 | Discussion/debate prompts 
65 | Historical figures 
65 | Pericles 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – synonyms; collocations 
(academic) skills – expressing time; data filling (dates) 
69 | Alexander the Great 
vocabulary/ language in use – synonyms 
(academic) skills – expressing time; data filling (events) 
70 | Augustus 
vocabulary/language in use – collocations; synonyms 
(academic) skills – writing a short biography 
73 | Constantine the Great 
(academic) skills – writing a biography 
73 | Napoleon Bonaparte 
vocabulary/language in use – gapped exercise (verbs) 
74 | Letters from Lincoln (2); to Lincoln (1) 
(academic) skills – informal / formal letter writing 
80 | Elizabeth of England 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; confusable 
pairs; prepositions; collocations 
(academic) skills – describing characters 
86 | The Trial and Execution of Charles I, January, 1649 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; 
collocations; prepositions; gapped exercise on British history 
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92 | Peter the Great 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; 
confusable pairs; collocations; prepositions 
(academic) skills – describing characters 
97 | Culture, Society, Civilization 
97 | Culture and Civilization in Modern Times 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; 
confusable pairs; antonyms; prepositions 
101 | Greaco-Roman Culture 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms 
confusable pairs; prepositions; antonyms; phrasal verbs with look; 
vocabulary – ways of looking; gapped exercise 
106 | Was There a Cultural Revolution c.1958-c.1974? 
(academic) skills – translating 
108 | Life and Society in Classical Greece 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; confusable 
pairs; prepositions; vocabulary – ways of walking; inversion 
(academic) skills – comparing and contrasting 
115 | On a Good Wife 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; confusable 
pairs; prepositions; collocations 
119 | Religious Prostitution 
(academic) skills – translating 
120 | Love / Primitivism 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; antonyms; 
prepositions 
(academic) skills – defining notions; discussion/debate prompts 
126 | The History of Everyday Life 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – synonyms; confusable words; 
prepositions; collocations 
(academic) skills – giving presentations 
133 | Religion, customs, tradition 
133 | The Bible 
vocabulary/language in use – gapped exercise on Biblical 
terminology 
136 | Greek Religion – Cult 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; confusable 
pairs; phrasal verbs with put, make, give; prepositions 
141 | Discussion/debate prompts 
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142 | The Myths of Greece and Rome 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms 
145 | Lovers of Zeus; Heroes; Oracles and Prophesies; 
Forces of Nature 
vocabulary/language in use – cloze; phrases; adjectives 
Contents | 9 
(describing characteristics); gapped exercise (word forms) 
(academic) skills – narrating 
147 | The Myths of Celtic World 
vocabulary/language in use – synonyms; asking questions; 
Sages and Seers 
vocabulary/language in use – cloze; gapped exercise 
(specific terms) 
(academic) skills – defining; 
150 | Discussion/debate prompts 
150 | Funerary Practices in Egypt 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; 
confusable pairs; gapped exercises (specific terms) 
154 | Cultural Diversity and Unity (Mesoamerica) 
vocabulary/language in use – cloze 
155 | The Origins of Popular Superstitions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; 
confusable pairs; irregular verbs; gapped exercises 
(academic) skills – discussion / debate prompts 
159 | Chastity Ring Teen in High Court Case; Girl Loses Veil 
Challenge ; Letting Witches Be Witches in Salem 
(academic) skills – finding key words and ideas; summarizing 
165 | Wars (battles, revolutions, propaganda) 
165 | The Fall of Constantinople 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; irregular 
verbs; specific terms (weapons); phrasal 
verbs with bring and cut; words related to sounds 
(academic) skills – narrating, translating 
172 | Man and Eunuchs 
(academic) skills – translating 
172 | Conquest of Peru 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; synonyms; confusable 
pairs; prepositions; collocations; irregular verbs; words and 
collocations related to war 
(academic) skills – describing/narrating 
177 | Willy Brandt’s Silent Apology 
vocabulary/language in use – vocabulary related to acts of 
apologizing 
(academic) skills – paraphrasing; discussion/debate questions 
180 | Speeches 
(academic) skills – discourse analysis 
183 | Looking Through a Glass Onion: 
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Propaganda, Psychological Warfare and Persuasion 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – transition words, phrases; 
sentence patterns exercise 
(academic) skills – paraphrasing; discussion/debate prompts 
186 | Germany after the Holocaust 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – collocations; prepositions 
188 | Publish and debunk this relic of history 
(academic) skills – summarizing; discussion/debate prompts 
190 | Ethnicity and Sexuality 
comprehension questions 
vocabulary/language in use – word forms; 
synonyms; confusable pairs; collocations; prepositions; idioms 
(academic) skills – key words (academic papers) 
195 | Scottish or British? What a dumb question 
vocabulary/language in use – gapped exercise 
(academic) skills – paraphrasing; alternative headlines 
198 | Why the government’s patriot games are dangerous? 
(academic) skills – agreeing and disagreeing 
199 | The Invented Traditions of Nationalism 
vocabulary/language in use – gapped exercise 
(academic) skills – translating 
199 | Discussion/debate prompts 
201 | Materials used in this textbook 
203 | Reference books 

 


